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Every other lredne6day' whateyer tbe
weatber, CR.OW' carry out PRACTICAL

CONSERVATION TASKS ln and around the
Readin6 area. There are usually two

plck-ups from the front of Readlng

Rallway Statlon: one at 10.00 an, and

the second at 1.30. If you can onlY
cotue for half a day, tbat's flne!
Look out for a Srey mlnlbus wltb
Berk6hlre Conservatlon Volut.rteers'
gtlckers on tLre slde.

Affiliated to the BTCV



UELCOFTE TO CROA 'S. -qT,Y TH NEUSLETTER ! . . ,

Sunnertltrg is here atatn, , . ? -veah, -tet,s be optinistic!
The type of tas.ks cJlar:ge during the summer months, Ve try to
avold dlsturbing the ',a,-iorrs wild)ife .irabitats we ire'e
carezully '.onsefved thrcushout tie winter. Ve becama very
'u-.,rstru.-tJ!.e, b,ildlng stiJes, feI,ces and pathways with the
oce:asJona,l bout o.f i scrub- bashi ng t-or those su.tferj,11
bi I lhook withdrawal symptoms!

Jul,y 6houf d not be ,CuLl wtth 'Berkshire (joes Vi Id,
starting with an exhibltron at the Greyfrrars- centre on Lrth-
11th JuJy and foLlowlnE an wlth Z-S weeks of co_ord,inated
actJvJtie'. ve will bP working at DeviJ,-s Drp Nature.f,'eser'e
in Southcote on 6th July, So, if you r.tere lntereste,l by the
exhibltTon you cottld trot Lrp and see practlcal tronservation
Jn actlon. Everyone ls very welcone!

Looklng forhrard to geeing you on tagk,

ffiog

1987
The Readlng Urban lllldlffe Group,ls conductlng a survey

of l{oodl'lce 1n ReadtnE. Desplte belng extr€rDe1y common
anlnals throughout the country there 16 11tt1e known about
thelr ecology.

The Voodlouse l/atch wlll begln by recordlng the dlfferent
€pecles about town wlth co-ordlnated efforts from schools
and lndlvlduals. There are A4 specles found ln the UK but up
to now no proper recorrls tor Readlng. If the survey is
succeseful then lateilth1.5 year Voo.il1ce wllI be used as
lead pollutlon lndlcators. rroodllce clo NOT blte and are
really useful 'cornDosters, ln our gardens.

Further help 1s requlred on the survey and deta1l6, ptus
a FREE 6u1de to ldentlfyln8 the ,famous flve, (1.e. the nost
conmon Veodllce), can be obtalned. frorn Dr. Steve Hopklns.
Dept. of Pure and AFplled Zoolo5y, Untversr.ty of Readlng,
Uhltekni6hts Road.

so4
eo

e

s"



For the month of July the Berke, Bucks, and Oxon
laturallsts Trust, (BBONT), ts orglnlelng a varlety of
dlfferent events focueslng- attentlon on nature 1n the
county,

There 1s to be an eshlbltlon at tbe creyfrlar€ Centre in
Readlng, Eth to 1.1th July, wj.th contrlbutlons frou a nunber
of local and natlonal orEinlsatlon6. Even CRO\tr geti fn
on tbe act, ln conJunctr.on wlth BeC and. other conservatlon
ErouPs.

Tbere wtll also be nrsse6 of separately orElnlsed fleld
events throughout the county: watch Iocal nedla for detalls
nearer the tlme- As well a6 lnformlng people, it 1s hoped
that the exhlbltlon wil.1 encourage people out lnto the
countryslde. Hopefully, the whole thlng wlll get extenslve
coverage on local TV and radlo as well as in the paper6.

For Eore deta1ls, contact BBONT at 3 Church Cowley Road,
Rose HllI, Oxford. OX4 3Jn. Or Ian Francl€, (BBOfT,s Berks
Conservation Officer), on neadlng 3EI?ZL. (Dlnton pastures).



BACK TO SCHAAL

Verv voung L.-onservers have oc*n trr,d.h i n e'1.?elc--e tiri::
la-sf coupje of months starting wlth tie ta.sk.rt.rfi;,lrjarrds
Frimarv Slchooi. The €a..hoof lra.s tlte gocttl tortune to own a
Lropse dr the etlje oi Lheir playirg ijelds.. tthije the ki.:,o.
(rrr!t teae:iers., ) .?re deve)oping their interes,t in wi jd jiie
and it's conservation, t.he woad j_q be:ng enrl ched and. an
adjacent area given over to wild t)owers.

lle, wi th our n)anv heJ pers, cLeared sore ot tfle
undergrowth, tnde habitat piles and ctug.a tleep frenc_h ta
create a damper environment. ,/e:{ere. Tnspired by the
enthu.slasm of rnn)l of t.lIe i:hi ldren tor pracf jL_.?-Z wr'rk,
e€peclally cutttnE down trees, potentially woffjling, but
tbey quickLy learnt to,Clsttnguish between different types,
and understood how and why re L--.ho-qe to feJl particuLar oneE .

For our help we were offered lunch, However, thls w,as not
akl n ta the schooj dinners a_f our chl ldhoods, trll*s was an
ana"Tng veEetarlan buffet, (with s.}lerry, 6orcy, oranEe
Juice) , Iluch ref re.hed ,,te spent the aJ.ter^n oan doin6 more of
t.he €arre, and usln6 the young tree trunJrs ta u,e.rk out a
wlldflower neadow and a pathway thraugh the woods, ge also
6ot to piant out a fehr thtng6: prtmrases, v7ojet6, and
t'oxgloves Jn r srzrll glede. A very €atTstylng day.



A BRIDLEVAY NEAR BII{FIELD I\
A danp and dlsn l Apri) marnlng, heavlly averc,as.t. I have.J

second thoughts and I check that f _have a complete set of
waterproofs. I sitn on at Vessex House at the rlght ti@ (! )
then hurry over the road to the pick-up polnt. Thls week I
am accampanled by Rolwan and. Laurel, (four and two
respectlve)y), Vhen the alnlbus arcives they clirrb in,
exc I tedl y.

Ve stop on the verEe of a frst country lane, and fLnd a
muddy track wlndlng off beslde a recentLy Iatd hedge, (I
have Learnt to recognise this sort af thtng). Very sttcky
Dud about stx Tnche€ deep. Laurej wants to- go horre. Rowan
nearLy falLs iato a dltch. There are eibout seven ot us
altogether, €o we unload Jrasses of bljlhooks, sa,*s, Toppers
and s,lashers, pTus the tea thlngs af course. Ve coTfect dead
twlgs and branc}res to start a fire !n the zlddje of the
rlbbon of nud. frothlnE as cheertnr on a drizzly nrnlng as
brlght flames, After flve 

',lnutes 
t.he fJrst attenpt dJes

amldst mu,ch smatke,

Braakneil Counc!7,s Footpath Offlcer arclves wTth hls doE
and c.bats. He'helps bulid another flre aad t}ljs ttE eE
succeed, soon havlnE a f,lrey valcana of crackllnt branche€,
Tbe chlTdren play wltb the dog.,

J'[aanwhtle, the othars have baen hard at workt one or t*o
w!th slas.bers cl.earlng nettles and the llke, foJ t'oued by
others wTth saws and loppers, cuttlng down taj.j thornbuahes,
Haif the vldth af the bridleway ls lnpenetrably covcred vlth
dense buslles, cutting out alf the llght to the grdund, Ve

reflrove everythins as far as t.he boundary dralnage d,itch, now
a bTack €tagnant puctdle lurktng beneath the undergro|th.
Gradually we progresls al.ong the path, Rowan beats nettles
enthusiastically for a*blJe, Laurel, und.er clos;e
supervisTon, throws -stlclrs on the flre. At teabreak they
hand aut t?re biscui ts., Dever mlnd the nuddy tjns.erel.

After lunch ever.yone sets to with gusto and we cLear a
surprlslng amount. Now the sun wllj get ln and dry the mud,
and a tractor can cietar the drain. lle let the fire die down
and look at the fruit of our Labours. It wilJ be an
TnterestinE visit tn the Summer to see t/re r-esujts.
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EUROPEAN YEAR
OFTHE ENVIRONMENT

'Aye, 'aye, what's alL thls then..,'i
The Brltlsh government has .-hown 1t's mlnt.scule concern

for the envlroument by agreel.ng to the European Yeaf of the
EnvtronrDent. vlth a ninlnum of f unrl1116, a comrDlt,tee of
worthte:5 16 hoping to gtituulate a ranEe ot actlvltles wlth1n
three broad catagories: Nature conServatlon; Control .ot

pollutlon and wa5te6i and inproveDent of urban derellct1on,
all under a logo cynbollslng a prrtnershlp between tndustry
and nature.

So where does CIRO.W' flt in? VeIl EYE 1s tryin8 to
foster actLvltles fron the lar8est of orgirrlsatlons to CR|IV

sized groups and l ndlviduals. CRO W have, and wt lJ work
on sltes coverlnt each of the tbree broad (:ategorles. lre

algo Eet loads of free stlckers and a chance to u6e their
Iogo. - So here it 16:'

CONsERVATIOT COURSE.S

Berkshlre vConservatTon VaTunteers, (BeC); are runnTnS

weehend coursesr you've probably, (or perhaps
the last ohe on capplce woodLand habltats, The

7n August on ponds and wetlands.
For norq detalls ,contact
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VHAT ELSE?
JU{E

?!r\ Varburg Reserve Open Day. forth of Henley, 2.OO-4.30prn.
2Lst BeC Brldleway cIearlng, Hazelwood Lane.
?6th BeC l(ystery ta6k, Dlnton Pastures Country park.
?9ll R.U,lf.G, Clty Safarl, from Earl.ey 6tation at Z.3opn.
JULY

?tl !.C LLly Hlll Park, bulIdlnE sleeper brldges.
12tb Dev1l's Dlp Open Day, 10-5, 00 (R. U. V. c. )

. 11.30 Creepy Crawleys.
2.30 Guided nature walk

12th carlfornla country ro.t op"n ooylf r"ttr"ft"t":: 
tolllor"* 

""ubrldEe butldlng.
12th A Yalk Around Sulhara \{oods. }{eet p.3O at top of-
18th R.u.v.G. Bulnershe Day. rr."JJ$.1JJ*r'r€n 

oaz zes'

Eulded walk at 1 1. 30i:n and
pond dlpplng for
the klds at ?. OOpn.

19th BeC at Aeton Upthorpe, Ragwort puIItng.
25th "Kennet Valley and Canal',. ileet at nCunnlng [an,,.

cR 681 707.
26th BeC at Edgebarrow \toods. Footpath work.
AUGUST

1st&2nd BeC Ragwort pulllng at Chllbol.ton r_ommon.
9th BeC Footpath work in Lily HIII Fark, BracknelI.

OTHER OROUPS: Berkshire Conservatlon Volunteers. (.Bc_C).
Tel: 874034. 604686

Reading Urban Vlldllfe Group. (F. U. V. c. )
Tel: Tr16h on 68341.



BU.LMENSHE PCT I'

D I T{TO}I PASTIJREI;

SOrl I AL

DEViL'S DIP
liouthcote

RIJSHEY I/AY PONJ)
Earley

BROADI,|OOR COI'rilON

UFTOI{ COUNT

NORTHGROVE VOOD znd Sept. *

*}.[orntnE plck-up only.

Putr-irrE irr sotoe fenre I)oEt,;
.rnr-l trans}rlantlrrg some reeilr:.

Vnrk orr t he wi ldl i f e garrien.

A rnyE,ter-y tour cjut ot Readlng
to .t rron-ta€k s1t,e. lrl ! !
i rrtr.l ud{: ( many ) €t-op6 tor
re1rer:Itmerrt-. Meetlnpj 7p:i! a+.
Palrner L'ark, (Dear tbe botr, Ie
l)ank3). Fook early to avoi.1
dls,rpPoi Ltrxentl

FIanting,. wr:eding arrd grag-,s
cuttinB.

As above. F'art of 'Berk€h1re
Goes V1 111 ' .

Scrub cl-earance.

Preparlng a narshy area on
tbe edge of a pond.

IrieedlnE between the trees we
pLanted earl!er thls year.

WOTKPROGMMME
.l 0th .tune

.-4th Iune

7th .JuIy

Ath .JuIy

22nd .July

5th Au$ust*

Igth August*

" If you want to come along. . . then wear olcl clothes,
wellles or Ftron8 boots, a packed Iunch 1f you intend
staylng the whole day, and elther waterproofs or suntan
lotlon depending on the weather! It,s a help lf you phone
beforehand, especlally 1f you want to be plcked up at
lunchtine. If you can't reach us then cone along anyway!

\de provlde. . . drinks, transport, biscult6, tooIs, any
tralnl-ng required, rnud and brambles where po6slble, and
enllEhtenlng, garrulous conversatlon. lt,s sllnmlng, 1t,s
mu-3cle bu11d1ng, it's ldeatoElc.aIly .sound, 1t,s more
dldactlc than a dole queue, more med.lclferous than
medltatlon,..... lt's on werlnesdays, lt's.,
whose 6ot ray dlctlonary? ,See you there!

CONTACTNois

Sue

l{lck

Rd6. 668636 Pete 5479E

Rd8 667882 Tlna 591259


