uly 30 1998

|for the books|

back by a hardworking bunch of
ilehurst volunteers to allow other

The Friends of Mcliroy Park set to
work in the park, off Romany Lane,
on Sunday and managed to remove a

| big space full of bracken.

| Children and pensioners joined

i forces and carried out the work, to

{ allow other forms of wildlife to grow
back in the park.

{ Christine Cliburn, a spokeswoman

| for the environmental group, said:
"We chopped quite a bit of bracken
down and exposed the land to attract

| creatures like butterflies back to the

The Friends of Mcliroy Park regularly
i clear bracken and this has also
encouraged bluebells to grow in the
i area.
P ONE GOOD FERN - Friends of
Mecllroys Park clearing away bracken
Picture: GEOFF PUGH (Ref 2381/98)

Central reservation: Nature park anticipates annual event
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Aim: restoring wildlife haven by 20

AMBITIOUS plans have
-been unveiled to double
one of Berkshire’s most
precious habitats by the
year 2005, ;

Environmentalists are
preparing for seven years of
hard work so they can double
the amount of lowland heath in
the county.
 The
Project Group today launched
its Biodiversity Action Plan,
~ ~“Which names 46 logt heathland
~ sites throughout the county,

386 hectares in total, which can
be restored or recreated.

Only two per cent of the
county’s original heathland
remains.

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
and Oxfordshire Naturalists’
Trust (BBONT), which pro-
‘duced the report, says the tar-
et is realistic. :

Berkshire Heathland

Plan boost
rare ha

By YASMINE COLLINGS
Environment Reporter

The report states heath can
be reintroduced and encour-
aged back onto places like
Tilehurst's Mcllroy Park and
Lousehill, High Wood in
Woodley, the Englefield Eatate,

Bucklebury Common,
Snelsmoor Common, Greenham
Common  and  Padworth
Common.

Iain Corbyn, BBONT's genior
conservation officer, said: “We
now have an ambitious but
realistic plan to restore what
remains of Berkshire’s heath-
land heritage.

“Already the partnerghips
between lacal — authorities,
English Nature and conserva-
tion bodies have achieved a lot
towards saving this interna-

ita

tionally important habitat.”‘
Berkshire’s heathland
already doubled since 1993

Heathland Project, a collaho:
tion of local authorities a
congervation groups,

The logs of heathland
been due to improving land §
agriculture, planting trees.
forestry and housing and rojd
developments. 1

Mr Corbyn said: “We hafe
lost so much heathland and itfs
of international importance. §

“It is one of the traditionl
landscape types of Berkshife
and holds specialised specits
who thrive in ite conditions.

“Wildlife is being increast
threatened because the heat!
land is go fragmented.”

Species which can be found
heathland include the endar
gered nightjar and sand lizard

. i
Tilehurst with his organisa-
Picture: JAMES ASHFORD (Ref 3023,/98)

> HELPING WILDLIFE - Simon Lee of BBONT in Mcliroy Park,
~ tion’s action plan to restore some of Berkshire's lost heathland

l"




POINTS OF INTEREST - MCILROY PARK

On the left of the entrance into Mcllroy Park is the potteries housing estate. This area was
mostly common land until the 1970s when the housing estate was built. Prior to that for
many years the land was the centre of a prosperous clay extraction enterprise. However by
the 1960s it had become uncompetitive and closed. Much of this area is pockmarked by
hollows where the clay was extracted. There were various kilns and brick works in the area.
One of the biggest was on the other side of Norcot Road. The clay was carried across
Norcot Road in buckets on overhead cables.

The path that leads up into the park is the drove which is an ancient track used by
herdsmen when transporting livestock to market and to new pastures.

Romany Lane is a path which runs up the east side of the park. The lower end of the path is
now a regular road used by cars. At the end of Thirlmere Avenue the path reverts to a foot
path. There are steps leading up to the lower edge of the park. This area of meadow is
often referred to as Beecham Hill. Romany Lane continues up the side of the park and
meets Gypsy Lane.

A Saxon Mound can be found running along the edge of Weald Rise. If you leave the park
by the central exit on the lower edge of the park and continue to walk down towards Oxford
Road you will easily see the mound. On the older maps it is shown as running right down to
the River Thames. That part which was between the Oxford Road and the River seems to
have been destroyed. It is not easily obvious why the mount was built. Smaller mounds are
usually burial grounds; this is too long so couid have been used for drainage or for
defensive purposes. Over many years, including importantly the years of the civil war, to
command access across the River Thames was considered of major strategic value.
Although there is no known crossing immediately in the vicinity, it is possible that the
mound was used for defending access into the area that is now Reading.

Beecham Hill is the meadow that sits along the top of the park and runs down to the lower
edge of the park. Quite rightly, there are a number of seats placed towards the top of the
hill. This is a wonderful, peaceful place for sitting and contemplating. The views from
Beecham Hill are magnificent. William Mcliroy, the benefactor, was a shop owner in the
town of Reading. He originaily bought the park so that he could look out of his office above

_____________the shop and gaze upon the woodlands and meadowland. This farseeing gentleman wanted

® © @

©

to preserve the open space. He was kind enough to bequeath the space to the peopie of
Reading and the park has by and large been preserved. The benefit for visitors to the park
is that they can view the panorama across Reading. You can catch glimpses of the Thames
through the trees, the warehouses by Scours Lane, over to the Apex Plaza. The chimneys
of Battle and the Royal Berks Hospitals are clearly visible as are the spires of St Michaels
and St Giles Churches. In particular the view across Reading at night is very striking. The
view also encompasses terrific views of the Mapledurham Hills. It is sometimes difficult to
image that you are still within an urban environment.

Behind Beecham Hill is a wooded path. The wooded area is known as Kentwood Grove.
The grove lies along the edge of the common from which clay was excavated. It has large
numbers of beeches, and in spring the woodland at the Rodway Road end of the park is
prettily carpeted with bluebells.

Gypsy Lane is the continuation of Romany Lane. It runs right along to Kentwood Hill. This
ancient way shows considerable erosion. Volunteer work has been carried out to limit
further damage to the banks. Gypsy Lane and Romany Lane derive their names from the
fact that travellers would frequently arrive in the area looking for seasonal work.

On the both sides of Gypsy Lane there were brick kilns. However on the left side of the lane
was the huge Kew Kiln Brick Works. Together with the potteries, they provided a great
source of local casual employment. The older maps show numerous kKilns. In order to make
is easier to locate the kilns they are shown on the accompanying map.

At the end of Gypsy Lane, on Kentwood Hill is Kentwood Farm. Although not a farm now
the cluster of buildings and barns is still there. The main farm building has the inscription
ED 1723! It probably has something to do with the local accent.
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Documents kindly provided by Chris Cliburn. Birds list of unknown date compiled by
Ken who says were it compiled today, would be a very different list.





